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The Parliament grew bolder as its encroachments one by one
succeeded. It began to fancy itself armed with powers of the
highest kind. It began to imagine that it possessed all the
authority of the English Parliament, forgetting that that as-
sembly is charged with the legislative administration of the
country, that it has the right to make laws and repeal laws,
and that the monarch can do but little, comparatively speak-
ing, without the support and sanction of this representative
chamber; whereas, our own Parliament is but a tribunal of
justice, with no control or influence over the royal authority
or state affairs.
But, as I have said, success gave it new impudence. Now
that, the King was dead, at whose name alone it trembled, this
assembly thought that a fine opportunity had come to give its
power the rein. It had to do with a Eegent, notorious for his
easy-going disposition, his indifference to form and rule, his
dislike to all vigorous measures. It fancied that victory over
such an opponent would be easy; that it could successfully over-
come all the opposition he could put in action, and in due time
make his authority secondary to its own. The Chief-President
of the Parliament, I should observe, was the principal pro-
moter of these sentiments. He was the bosom friend of M.
and Madame du Maine, and by them was encouraged in his
views. Incited by his encouragement, he seized an opportunity
which presented itself now, to throw down the glove to M. le
Due d'Orleans, in the name of the Parliament, and to prepare
for something like" a struggle. The Parliament of Brittany
had recently manifested a very turbulent spirit, and this was
an additional encouragement to that of Paris.
At first the Parliament men scarcely knew what to lay hold
•	:	.
Every one who interfered in the slightest degree with the privileges of the
Dukes, appeared to him a villain. It is not necessary to judge between the
Regent and the Parliament on the question of the money edict: for it is
evident that Saint-Simon, who admits that he did not understand finance
matters, is governed only by antipathy to a body which had done things
annoying to his order. However, the Parliament was on the right side,
and what it objected to was mere spoliation. The edict, says Saint-Simon^
" soulageait le roi d'autant de papier, et il gagnait gros a la refonte ! "

